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APAKORN NAKLAI : THE UGLY CHARACTERS IN THAI LITERATURE. THESIS

ADVISOR : PATTAMA THEEKAPRASERTKUL, Ph.D. 194 pp.

This thesis aims to study the ugly characters in Thai literature considering the appearance and the
characteristic and behavior of ugly characters, the creation of ugly characters, and the function of ugly
character. 17 ugly characters in Thai literature since an Ayutthaya ear to an early Rattanakosin era are
analyzed, namely, Chu Chok, Phran Bun, Chao Ngor, Nang Samma Nag Khar, Nang Kom Kudji, Khun
Charng, Muen Harn, Chorrakar, Thaw Sannurat, Nang Khantha Mar Lee, Nang Phee Suea Samut, Chee
Plueai, Nang Wa Lee, Chaw Lamarn, Yong Tord, Nang Kaew Nar Mar, Nang Pra Dae, and Nang Sri Sar
Hong.

The result about appearance and the characteristic and behavior of the ugly characters are found
that the ugly characters have 12 sorts of ugly appearance, namely, deformed organ, disabled organ, dirty
organ, too big organ, big body, shaggy hair, too long hair, less mustache and less hair, dark skin, rough skin,
flabby breast, and too short nail. As for the characteristic and behavior of ugly characters, there are 2
important sorts of characteristic and behavior. The bad characteristic and behavior consists of 14 sorts,
namely, lascivious, tricky, lying, coward, foolish, incapable, bashful, greedy, seducer, jealous, deceitful,
unfaithful, vulgar, and dumb. The good characteristic and behavior consists of 6 sorts, namely, cultivated,
wise, brave, capable, honest, and powerful.

The creation of ugly character has 2 main strategies: narrative technique and language technique.
It is found that the 3 narrative techniques are applied to create the ugly characters, namely, creating from
omniscient narration, creating from other characters in the story, and creating from ugly characters. As for
the language technique, the words which have negative meaning are used. The simile and the metaphor are
also used to present the negative image of the ugly characters.

The function of ugly characters has the effect to the creation of Thai literature in 3 ways, namely,

the function for plot, the function for other characters, and the function for conveying the attitude about

ugliness.
Department of Thai Graduate School, Silpakorn University
Student’s SIGNATUTE .....eevveereierieeieerieerieeee et eie e seee e Academic 2016
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