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58116206 : Major (SANSKRIT STUDIES)
Keyword : sakultala, rasa, alamgkaara, reflection

MISS BENJAMAS KHUNPRASERT : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE SANSKRIT
DRAMA ABHIJNANASAKUNTALAM ACT Il - IV THESIS ADVISOR : ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR CHAINARONG KLINOI, Ph.D.

The objective of thesis is twofold : 1. A study of a content
Abhijadnasakuntalam Act Il = IV 2. an analytical study about rasa, alalMgkara and
reflection shown in the Abhiji@nasakuntalam Act Il = IV. The manuscripts used in
the study are Devanagari edition with English translation and commmentary edited by
M. R. Kale and published by Motilal Barnasidass in 1969, and Devanagari edition with
English translation and commentary edited by Monier Williams and published by the
Clarendon press in 1876. The study is limited to the act 3 and 4 due to the limitation
of time. The first stage of the study was to transliterate the play from the Devanagari
into Thai script and to translate the text from Sanskrit into the Thai language. The
text, then, was studied in the aspects of literature and grammar. Vocabulary,
meaning, and their origins were sought with an aid of Sanskrit-English dictionaries.
Then study of rasa, alalMekara and reflection. The data was analyzed in a further

stage, categorized into the topics accordingly for the presentation and conclusion.
The results of the study found that:

1.The Abhijid@nasakuntalam was composed by a poet KalidAsa
who was inspired by the love story of Sakuntal@ in Adiparva of the Mah@bharata
concerning the love story between king Dushyanta and Shakuntala. The
Abhiji@nasakuntalam was created as a play consisting of 7 acts by using classical

Sanskrit which was called Nétaka.The play was composed in both prose and poetry.

2. Major sentiment (rasa) of the play concentrated on
love(é[ﬁgéra) both love in separation(vipralambha) and love in union(sambhoga).
The following sentiments were anger (r@udrarasa), mercy (karuNArasa), and

astonishment (adbhutarasa) respectively. AlalMNkara was shown in 2 types. The first



type is éabdélamkéra focusing on yamaka and anuprasa. The second type is
arth@laMkara mainly focusing on alaMgkara and upma, following by utprekSa
and rljpaka. The reflection is shown in 9 aspects, such as beliefs, ritual, marital
symbol (ring giving),custom of hospitality, ways of lives, politics, oriental treatments,

forms of relations in families, and polygyny in kSatriyavarla.
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Delhi : Oriental Books Reprint corporation.
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