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MR. WEERASAK CHATRUNGNOPPAKUN : MYANMAR MILITARY GOVERNMENT
AND THE MAINTENANCE OF POWER 1988 - 2008 THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR CHULEEPORN VIRUNHA, Ph.D.

The aim of this thesis is to study Myanmar military government and the maintenance of its power
during 1988 — 2008. During that time Myanmar was governed by the military’s State Law and Order Restoration
Council (SLORC) that changed into State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) in 1997. SLORC and SPDC
employed a variety of means to maintain its power including both the use of armed forces and measures toward
democratic reform, which made the new military governments different from the previous one under General Ne
win (1962-1988). Understand these changes requires an insight into changing political, economy and social
circumstances within the country as well as the force of outside elements. The method used for this study is
historical method by gathering data and critically reading of the sources, using both primary materials such as
speeches, statement law, Myanmar’s constitution 2008 and information from secondary sources, analyzes them

and presents the findings in a narrative form.

The research’s result shows during 1988-2008, a variety of means used by Myanmar military
government to maintain its power reflected the changing concepts of what constituted political and power
legitimacy. This resulted from their assessment of circumstances and pressure within and outside the country.
What Myanmar military.government viewed as danger was as following: the need to legitimized the government
that came to power by severely crushing people to the extent that it earned outside world’s condemnation; the
rise of political rivals such-as Aung San Suu Gyi.and the NLD Party; global politics after the end of the Cold War
with its emphasis on Democracy-and Liberalism; economic problems that made Myanmar isolation no longer
viable; the continuation of ethnic problem and power politics within the military leadership. These were factors
that prevented the military government from using suppression by force ‘as the only mean towards maintaining

power.

A variety of means used for maintaining power were 1. political and economic reforms to affect
legitimacy, 2. suppression and the use of armed forces, 3. building loyalty and co-optation, 4. the use of divide
and rules policy, and 5. measures that enabled the maintenance of military power under democratic rule. These
means enabled the SLORC and later the SPDC government to continue governing the country until they were
ready to relinquish power to the democratically elected government in 2010, with the 2008 Constitution which

they engineered as a tool toward maintaining the military role in politics and the security of the nation.
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1. tlannnuedannIn (Non-disintegration of the Union)

2. Ysaunmueevd (Non-disintegration of national solidarity)

3. 51595nw1edUlng (Perpetuation of sovereignty)
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State, community peace and tranquility, prevalence of law and order)
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sectors of the economy as well)
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holding negative views)
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trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation)
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in internal affairs of the State)
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