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MISS TUBTIM SALIANG : A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF TA Ml CHAK VERSION OF
KHMER REAMKER AND KING RAMA | VERSION OF THAI RAMAKIEN THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR UBOL TEDTONG, Ph.D.

This research is a comparative study of Khmer Reamker (Ta Mi Chak Version) and
Thai Ramakien (King Rama | Version) in order to examine social and cultural relationships

between Khmer and Thailand explored in the text of Reamker.

The research, which focuses on events, has found that the central messages of
events in Reamker bear some close resemblance to those in Ramakien. Nevertheless, some
details related to events and characters are-adapted and appropriated to suit the objective of
the text, which was originally written as a hymn with its limited time frame. Therefore, the events
tend to be more entertaining and reasonable. Moreover, Reamker’s events seem to move in
a more rapid pace. The study has also suggested that most of these events are influenced by
Rama's tale (that is widespread in Khmer local) the most, Khmer mythology the second, and

Reamker (L'Institue Bouddhique Version) the third.

As for characters, the study has found that the central characters and places such
as Phreah Ream, Neang Sita,-Hanuman, and Krong Reappheanasol, are depicted differently from
those in Ramakien. The differences can' be explained by the fact that the two texts were
composed with different purposes-and that the necessity on the writer's part to maintain Khmer
unique identity. Moreover, Reamker puts less emphasis on the character images, while
concentrating more on content. As a result, it does not provide many details regarding characters.
These differences regarding the character depictions result from different composition purposes,
the need to add to the text colourfulness, as well as the necessity to make it reflect local

ideologies and beliefs of the Khmers.

In terms of society and culture, Reamker takes center stage traits commonly found
in both Thai and Khmer societies, thus reflecting the close tie between Khmer and Thailand,
shared lifestyles, ways of life, beliefs, and social values of the two countries. The Reamker

reflects myths and values characteristic of Khmer which the writer would like to maintain.
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qu’ll apprit par coeur au cours de neuf années passes
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