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This research aims to 1) study on levels of the roles of women in the context of
development in accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency economy in WatSapan Community,
Muang District, Chainat Province, 2) compare roles of women between each classification of
personal characteristic, in the context of development in accordance with the philosophy of
sufficiency economy in WatSapan Community, Muang District, Chainat Province, 3) study on
levels of supporting elements for women' in' WatSapan Community, Muang District, Chainat
Province and 4) study on methods to develop-the roles of women in accordance with the
philosophy of sufficiency economy in WatSapan Community, Muang District, Chainat Province.

The studies are conducted by-both quantitative and qualitative means. Under the
guantitative means, samples used for the research are members of WatSapan Community,
Muang District, Chainat Province (175 people); questionnaire is a research tool used; data analysis
measurements are frequent allocation, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and content
analysis. Under the qualitative means, the research is conducted by-way of and analysis on
documents and in-depth interviews with 28 key interviewees (i.e. 20 women in WatSapan
Community, one village headman, one community development administrative officer, five community
leaders, and one local scholar); the selection method used is specific selection method.

The followings are the results of the research:

1. The levels of the women'’s-roles’in community development in accordance with the
philosophy of sufficiency economy of WatSapan. Community, Muang District, Chainat Province,
in a general view, is—at high level. The aspect having the highest-average score is cultural
aspect, followed by economic aspect. The.aspect having the lowest average score is social aspect.

2. The comparison..of- women’s roles’ between—each classification of personal
characteristic, in the context.of-development in_accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency
economy in WatSapan Community, Muang District, Chainat Province, shows that people having
differences in age, educational level, -occupation and income are-significantly of different
opinions towards_roles of women "in the context of development in accordance with the
philosophy of sufficiency economy..This /difference .is._at statistically significant level of 0.05.
However, marriage status and-length of time on living do not-affect difference in opinions.

3. Levels of ‘supporting-elements for- women in. WatSapan Community, Muang
District, Chainat Province in.the context of community development in accordance with the
philosophy of sufficiency economy-are classified into four-aspects as followed. 1) People’s
recognition has an average score at medium level. 2) Awareness of people has an average
score at high level. 3) People’s participation has an average score at high level. 4) Practice of
leaders affecting community development has an average score at the high level.

4. As regards ways to develop roles of women in WatSapan Community in accordance
with the philosophy of sufficiency economy, it is found that 1) government sector should give
importance on continuity of projects and increase its participation in promoting and supporting
with regard to knowledge, training, and financial supports. 2) Community leaders should seek
and provide people in the community information on available financial supports, for example,
contacting government agencies to obtain information on available supports. 3) People in the
community should maintain standards and expand the networks on operation of sufficiency
economy community and apply the philosophy of sufficiency economy in their everyday lives.
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