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MISS PIMPAPAR VISETSIRI : ADOLESCENT CHARACTERS IN YOUNG ADULT

LITERATURE. THESIS ADVISOR : SIRICHAYA CORNGREAT, Ph.D.
Abstract

"Adolescent Characters in Young Adult Literature" that received book award from the
Office of the Basic Education Commission, Ministry of Education is a qualitative research. The aim of the
study is to analyze teenage characters between the ages of 12-17 in youth literature that have won first
prize in the Outstanding Media Competition from 1978-2016. The purpose is to analyze the
characteristics of teenage characters and the relationship of the teenage characters to the Thai society

context.

The results showed that the relationship of the adolescent characters in the youth
literature to Thai social contexts classified into four main areas: 1) education and learning, which
describes different educational aspects. According to the different government policy at the different
time that each literature was awarded. It presented the overall picture of the teenage characters in
terms of education, 2) the presentation of natural and environmental issues, which described the
environmental problems that are related to the conservation of natural resources in Thai society and the
overview image of the adolescent characters who protected environment. 3) Adolescent characters and
ethnicity, which present “Pga K’nyau” ethnicity being swallowed up-in Thai culture trying to break down
bias towards other ethnicities and the attempts to preserve the identity of the Vientiane people. These
literatures have presented two types of adolescent characters: adolescent characters who accept ethnic
diversity and adolescent characters who have inherited nationalism, and 4) the changes and expectations
of society on adolescent characters, which presented a teenage character who was obedient and gentle-
hearted, and used social media with good judgment. Moreover, it showed the image of an adolescent
female character who could compromise her own needs with society and traditions. These groups of
literature use the changes of teenage characters to present the behaviors or characteristics that Thai
society expects on adolescents. In addition, it was found that the young adult literatures have content
consistent with the values, social needs, and government policy. At the same time, these youth

literature also criticize government policies in various aspects.
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