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59157305 : Major JEWELRY DESIGN
Keyword : THE IDENTITY OF WUALAI COMMUNITY

MISS  AUNGKAWIPA  TRAKUNVEELAYUT : THE IDENTITY OF WUALAI
COMMUNITY IN CHIANGMAI PROVINCE TO CONTEMPORARY JEWELRY THESIS ADVISOR :
INSTRUCTOR WINITA KONGPRADIT, Ph.D.

The community of Wualai has a long history as the origin of silverware handcraft
in Chiang Mai province. The purpose of this research was to study the history of the
relationship between the community itself and the silverware handcraft by identifying and

analyzing the identity of the community into the contemporary jewelry design process.

The research started from collecting document as secondary data, followed by
the survey of actual area as primary data. After that, they were identified and analyzed
into 5 significant values as followed: historical value, aesthetic value, scientific value, social
value, and spiritual value. Then they were synthesized to a conclusion that leaded to the
design process to contemporary jewelry. There are 4 sets in the collection, 13 life periods
prays of Lord Buddha that divided by seasonal themes. The combination of materials such
as silver, copper, aluminum, and wood were chosen based on the community’s tradition,
identity and relationship between them as Lanna cultural heritage. It is significant by the
Jataka Dharma determination of the year, month and birthdate which according to the
belief of Lanna people about timing, stars that depicted all four weather seasons. During
the Songkran or The Lanna New: Year Festival, prayers conducted pray as it is considered a
fresh beginning to have a good life throughout that year. The jewelry collection represents

prospectus and good fortune according to the beliefs of the people in the community.

In conclusion, the result presents the way of life, art and cultural heritage and
develops into contemporary jewelry that reflects the obvious identity of the Wualai
community to promote the preservation of cultural identity, as well as to show the

appreciation of local wisdoms and knowledge.
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