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59001214 : Major (VISUAL ARTS)
Keyword : Identity, Transculturation, Advanced, Technologies, Chinese opera

MISS LINGEE BANGKHUNTOD : MUSING ON CHINESE OPERA LIFE THESIS
ADVISOR : PROFESSOR SONGCHAI BUACHUM

The creation of this thesis to represent my artworks. which reflect the
relationship between Realistic and Abstract in Chinese opera’s life. Chinese opera
troupes in Thailand begin to decrease in numbers. Chinese opera in one of the oldest
performance art in the world, as an important part of Chinese traditional culture. In
Thailand, Chinese opera has become for 400 years. The purpose of this research is to
study Chinese opera’s life and understand Chinese identity in Thai society. Brought
along to Thailand in several times of immigration, Chinese opera, a traditional
performance representing eminent ethnic identity, has gradually and continually re-
identified in Thai socio-cultural contexts by the overseas themselves cooperated by
native Thai people. This cultural change leads to its prominently characteristics that
are different from any other ones in other countries, even in China. Owing to the cross-
cultural process, Thai Chinese opera today does not only serve the Thai’s preference

but also go beyond the boundary of Chinese language.

In spite of having not many troupes who keep carrying out in the present time
due to the inconsistency between income and living expense and the decline in
popularity, the opera performers hold on their points firmly in order to pass on this
cultural heritage. Impressively, today’s situation of Chinese opera, especially the
performers’ everyday lives, are presented in a set of oil paintings in a thesis exhibition
“Reflections from the Lives of Chinese Opera”. Through the researcher’s eyes, the
performers of Chinese opera can indicate Thailand’s economic tendency for modern
technology highly affect people’s faith toward Thai Chinese opera: turning the
performance from the popular point down to its decline. Whether the cultural survival

take place for Thai Chinese opera is an interesting question, as well.
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