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60114212 : Major (EPIGRAPHIC IN THAI AND ORIENTAL LANGUAGES)
Keyword : Vidhura Jataka, Didactic poem

MR. BHANUWIT NUYIMSAI : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF A DIDACTIC POEM
"VIDHURA" THESIS ADVISOR : SIRISARN MUEANPHOTHONG

This thesis aims to analyses a didactic poem Vidhura from the national
library of Thailand. The analyses will find their form, author, compositing date,

background story, the adaptions of contents, literature values and social values.

The study found that manuscript is almost in good condition and wrote with
Thai alphabets in Thai language without author’s name but wrote composing in 1757.
However, it has been assumed that employer hire the scribe to copied from other’s
manuscript in late of Ayutthaya period. The content of didactic poem Vidhura is
associated from Atthakatha jataka. The order of didactic poem Vidhura contain the

respect part, the word from author, the introduction, main story and the ending.

The adaptions. of didactic poem Vidhura different from Atthakatha jataka in
three ways : addition deletion and changes. The adaption mostly founds addition.
The deletions happened to difficult didactic parts in" Atthakatha jataka and the
adaptions will changes some part of the Atthakatha jataka to something that familiar
to the audiences. These adaptions will help the audiences to approached the story

easily.

Didactic poem Vidhura- also has two distinctive value. The first value is the
social value. This value is about social fashions, social believes, traditions and morals.
This value shows Ayutthaya people firmly attached to religion. The second value is
the literature value showing the writing competence of the composer. This value
associated with the selection of sounds, words and poetics. Therefore the study of
didactic poem Vidhura will shows the atmosphere of Ayutthaya society and will

entertains the audiences as well.
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