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MISS JARASLAK THAVORNTAVEEWONG : HIDDEN STORIES AND MYTH IN
VERNACULAR WAY OF LIVING FROM MURAL PAINTINGS ON THE WALL OF THE
GALLERIES IN THE EMERALD BUDDHA TEMPLE, BANGKOK THESIS ADVISOR : ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR SUPITCHA TOVIVICH

This research is a study of the mural painting of Ramayana in mural

painting of the surrounding pavilion walls in the Temple of the Emerald Buddha,
Bangkok to analyze the mechanism of the hidden stories and myths about the
inhabitant that was recorded in the painting. By specifying the study area from room
no. 1 — 49 which is divided into 5-walls, which are room no.1-17, room no.18-30, room
no.30-36, room no.37-43, room no.43-49. After collected photographic data of the 49
selected paintings walls to find 112 paintings relevant to criteria of an image that is not
in the main story and shows the lifestyle of ordinary people and have some features
that indicates the mediocrity nature of people such as apparel or similar objects used

and signs of normal near nature rules.

112 pictures were selected and then categorized according to the
characteristics. which are the highlights of the image; 1.Images that are cultural
related 2.mages that blends with the scene. 3.Images oppose to traditional Thai

beauty 4.The images that teases with Thai customs.

From the classified data, lead to further analysis in the context of the
main story and main image of the painting which is the Ramayana to find the
connection between the commoner images and the main element in the paintings.
Then, the data collected were analyzed further in the theory of mythology. It was
found that the Paintings in room 1-49 is the hidden mechanism which is made up of
values including memories of previous Thai paintings and has been applied to

strengthen beliefs about hierarchy to this Ramayana painting.



The research shown that the images support to create realism in the
idealistic main story, works as a backdrop to the more important scene, enhance the
main character beyond the ordinary and reduce the tension on the main story. In
addition to being developed according to the era, these commoner images also change
according to the social context in which the painting is based. And has found that the
myth that was hidden in these images affect the beliefs towards the commoner class

in Thai society as well.
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