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MISS Nutwara KAEWIM : The Sexuality of Heterosexual Teenagers in Kiss—the
Novel Sequence by Jamsai Publishing Thesis advisor : Assistant Professor Areeya

Hutinta, Ph.D.
The purpose of this thesis is to study the concept of heterosexuality and examine the
strategies and meaning of kiss in the "Kiss" series written by Hideko Sunshine and published by

Jamsai Love Series. The study encompasses all five volumes of the series.

The findings reveal that the literary techniques employed to portray heterosexuality in
the series involves analyzing the plot based on Pamela Regis' eight elements of a romance novel.
These elements include society defined, meeting, barrier, attraction, declaration, point of ritual
death, recognition, and betrothal. By utilizing these elements, the series aims to comprehensively
explore the storyline. Character analysis indicates that the protagonists are young individuals from
the middle class. The desirable and undesirable traits associated with being a suitable partner in
heterosexual relationships are determined by societal norms and rules, such as age, social class,
and personal characteristics. Both-male and female characters in the series are portrayed as
youthful individuals possessing desirable physical characteristics representative of the middle class.
Additionally, their education, occupation, and personality traits are designed to appeal to

heterosexual individuals seeking a romantic partner.

Throughout the "Kiss" series, a total of 39 kissing events are presented, encompassing the
elements of barrier, attraction, declaration, and betrothal found in structural elements of romance
novels. These kissing narratives capture the imagination of young readers. In the romance novels
series “Kiss”, kissing is used to depict the relationship between a man and a woman, as well as to
symbolize attraction towards the opposite sex. It serves to establish and confirm the couple's
relationship as lovers. In Thai heterosexual society, men are typically allowed to kiss women as a
sign of love and relationship confirmation, thereby asserting their dominance over women.
However, within the realm of romance novels, women are permitted to initiate kisses, thus

challenging traditional societal norms and moral values.
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