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MISS Patcharapan KATAKOOL : THE LEXICAL ANALYSIS RELATED TO STATE
AND PEOPLE IN CAMBODIAN CONSTITUTIONS Thesis advisor : Assistant Professor
KANGVOL KHATSHIMA, Ph.D.

A constitution is the supreme law that defines the powers and roles of
individuals and institutions. From 1947 up until present, Cambodia has had six
constitutions under different regimes. The purpose of this thesis is to study
terminology related to the state and the people under the six Cambodian

constitutions.

From the study of state-related terminology in the six Cambodian
constitutions, it was found that: 1) The official name of Cambodia in each
constitution could represent different regimes in each period; 2) The word
U isiuf/ g XN~ (Cambodia) is the term with the highest frequency of
occurrence as it is used to refer to states without implying the form of government;
3) There was a change in the meaning of the word f% 17 (Khmer); in other words, it
was used to mean the country in the 1947 Cambodian Constitution but to refer to
people and language only in other constitutions; 4) French colonial terminology
appeared in two constitutions - the first is the 1947 Cambodian Constitution, which
mentioned good political relations and administration because it was drafted under
French rule, and the second is the 1981 Constitution of the People’s Republic of
Kampuchea, which described Cambodia’s downfall under French colonial rule; 5)
The 1981 Constitution of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea was the only
constitution which mentioned the terms of the French Indochina and others because
the constitution was drafted under the rule of Vietnam; therefore, it needed to refer
to countries that were enemies and allies in order to join forces to establish national

security.

The study of state-related terminology in the six Cambodian constitutions

revealed that 1) The monarch has the status of the ruler who cannot be offended,



but is still governed by the law and exercises royal power through the legislative,
executive and judicial institutions as set out by the constitution; 2) The head of the
state executive branch is generally the Prime Minister, and in the era when the form
of government is changed to a republic, it would be the President, with the cabinet
acting as an executive body to work with both the Prime Minister and the President;
3) Terminology related to people was found to reflect the regime and class divisions
of people in society; 4) The 1976 democratic Cambodian Constitution under the
socialist regime placed emphasis on farmers, laborers and warriors, who were
important forces of the nation, while from the 1981 Constitution of the People’s
Republic of Kampuchea onwards, the war-affected people have been clearly

emphasized.
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