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630320022 : Major ART HISTORY
Keyword : Wooden Ordination Hall, Ordination Hall, Vernacular Architecture, Upper
Western Gulf of Thailand

MR. Panich TANGWICHITRERK : The Wooden Ordination Halls in Communities
Along the Gulf of Thailand's Upper West Coast Thesis advisor : Associate Professor
Praphat Chuvichean, Ph.D.

The purpose of this study was to analyze wooden ordination halls, popular
vernacular architecture in the area around the upper western Gulf of Thailand,
particularly in the three significant river basins: Tha Chin, Mae Klong, and Phetchaburi.
The study focused on geographical and historical factors, building structure,

architectural design and decorative art of 28 wooden ordination halls as a sample.

The findings indicated that these wooden ordination halls were built due to
the limitation of coastal communities’ location and floodplain landscape. Soft and
saline soil in the area resulted in the difficulty of common traditional Thai masonry-
style construction in terms of subsidence of buildings as well as corrosion from air
and soil salinity. The building structure of the wooden ordination halls was as simple
as traditional Thai wooden houses in the central region of Thailand (Ruen Krueng
Sab) and had some components from western-influenced wooden houses. The
wooden ordination halls reflected the creativity of local craftsmen and became

unique vernacular architecture.

In addition, the wooden ordination halls ranged in size from small to large.
They were divided into five groups by roof patterns as follows: 1) The wooden
ordination halls with a singled-tier roof and a porch 2) The wooden ordination halls
with a singled-tier roof, a porch and a full-covered slanted awning 3) The traditional
wooden ordination halls with a multi-tiered roof 4) The wooden ordination halls with
a secondary-gabled roof and 5) The special wooden ordination halls. Furthermore,
decorative art in different parts of the buildings was both simple and complicated. It
was a combination of vernacular art and Bangkok-inspired fine art in the 24th-25th

Buddhist century. The wooden ordination halls represented the prosperity and



Q

growth of the communities in the basins around the upper western Gulf of Thailand

during the 24th-25th Buddhist century.
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