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620320001 : Major ARCHAEOLOGY
Keyword : Cultural Landscape, Bayon period, Jayavarman VII, Angkorian period

MR. Dejdanai SUPASILAPALERT : CULTURAL LANDSCAPE OF KHMER CITIES
DURING BAYON PERIOD IN LOWER CENTRAL AND WESTERN THAILAND Thesis advisor :
Associate Professor Saritpong Khunsong, Ph.D.

This thesis focuses on six ancient cities in the 13" Century AD in the lower
central and the western regions of Thailand which are mentioned in Preah Khan
inscription - Lavodayapura, Suvarnapura, S ambhukapat T na, Jayarajapuri,
S,rijayasimhapura and S rijayavajrapura, along with the adjoining area, through the
study of cultural landscape based on archaeological and historical evidence; all have
been analysed and synthesized through the political, economic and cultural aspects

as well as using relevant progressive knowledge of Angkor in the after all times.

It is revealed from the study that the urban communities in the lower central
and the western regions during Bayon Period, the reign of King Jayavarman VIl founded
and flourished due to appropriate natural factors together with being situated on an
interregional trade route where mineral resource was available. The response of Angkor
to the international maritime trade is another prominent cultural factor that
activatively increased the expansion of political, economic and cultural from Angkor
influences into lower central and western regions, the areas that lacked political
power. Anyway, among these cities, a regional main town in Lopburi area existed. Also,
there were large riverine communities at the banks of Tha Khoi-Tha Wa, the upper Tha
Chin, Mae Klong and Phetchaburi Rivers, which was a sudden change, for example,
built a city in a rectangular plan with Khmer style temple in the center of the city. It
reflects that Angkorian goverment during the reign of King Jayavarman VIl gave great
importance to the policy of expanding influence to the west. The political influence
of Angkor might be active to a certain extent. As a result despite the Khmer-core
model, the culture of these pertinent places contained local characteristics in the cities

where several people united after Dvaravati Period.
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system (ninth to thirteenth centuries AD) in mainland Southeast Asia,” Antiquity 84, 324 (June):
482.
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(ﬁm: Karen M. Mudar, “How Many Dvaravati Kingdoms? Locational Analysis of First
MillenniumA.D. Moated Settlements in Central Thailand,” Journal of Anthropological

Archaeology 18 (1999): 4)
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11: Mitch Hendrickson & Damian Evans, (2015), “Reimagining the City of Fire and Iron: A
landscape archaeology of the Angkor-Period Industrial Complex of Preah Khan of Kompong Svay,

Cambodia (ca. 9" to 13" centuries AD),” Journal of Field Archaeology 40, 6: 646.
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17'1Im: Damian Evans & Roland Fletcher, (2015), “The landscape of Angkor Wat redefined.”
Antiquity 89, 348 (December): 1410.
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w: Matti Kummu, (2009). “Water management in Angkor: Human impacts on hydrology

and sediment transportation.” Journal of Environmental Management. 30,3 (March): Fig 3.
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Historic Khmer laterite
hydraulic structures

S TZT5E | Fig. 3: Water Flows and the Historic Hydraulic Structures |
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(#131: Podjanok Kanjanajuntorn; et.al., (2014), “Tracing Post-Dvaravati Culture from Space:

Applying Remote Sensing Technique in West-Central Thailand,” Asian Perspectives 53, 1: Fig 7)
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3. Unamawsruuwislauauid 91U (Google Streetview, 2014)
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. lusaEmumneay 1 Usiamileadan
9. UT@mea Wesnszuas (Google Streetview, 2013)
A. UT1amuasute fusanu (Google Streetview, 2014)

3. UTEVaNsnuLAslauauIf @na (Google Streetview, 2014)
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