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630520016 : Major THAI FOR CAREER DEVELOPMENT
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MR. Songkiat SASUWAN : THE REPRESENTING OF LOCALISM IDEOLOGY IN PRIMARY
THAI TEXTBOOKS ‘LANGUAGE FOR LIFE PHASA PHATHI’ IN BASIC EDUCATION CORE
CURRICULUM 2008 Thesis advisor : Lecturer Nantawan Sunthonparasathit, Ph.D.

This independent study examines the context of Thai society during the late
1990s (1997-2006) and its significant influence on the representation of localism ideology
in the Thai language basic education curriculum, particularly within the "Language for Life"
and "Phasa Phatee" textbook series, as mandated by the 2008 Basic Education Core
Curriculum. Additionally, it analyzes the representation of localism ideology in the readings
from these textbooks. The theoretical framework employed includes the state ideological
apparatuses and the concept of localism. The findings reveal that the 2008 National Basic
Education Core Curriculum was notably influenced by the economic crisis of 1997, which
had profound impacts on Thailand, especially in the business sector, leading to massive
layoffs and business closures. This economic turmoil prompted a significant number of
urban workers to returnto their rural hometowns to rebuild their lives. Concurrently, the
government increased its focus on-rural areas, advocating for the sufficiency economy
principle, which resonated with- the growing trend of returning to local roots. The
textbooks in question, namely the "Language for Life" and- "Phasa Phathee" series, play a
crucial role in inculcating the ideology of localism among young students. This is achieved
through the creation of contrasting imagery between urban and rural or local areas. The
countryside is portrayed as fertile and abundant, in-stark contrast to the congested urban
areas, which are depicted as unsuitable for production. Rural areas are shown as conducive
to a way of life that aligns with the sufficiency economy, while urban societies are
characterized by a focus. on money and materialism, reflecting capitalist values. Moreover,
rural communities are depicted as traditional societies that preserve good customs and
lifestyles, in contrast to the individualistic lifestyle prevalent in urban societies. Despite the
favorable portrayal of rural areas as more desirable and livable compared to urban areas,
cities are still represented as centers of progress and modernity. The recurring idealized
imagery of rural areas across all primary education levels serves as a critical mechanism for
conveying the state's localism ideology to young students during a period of economic

crisis.
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