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Mr. Phirun BUT : Images of Cambodia in Sajjaphoum Laor's Travelogues Thesis

advisor : Nantawan Sunthonparasathit, Ph.D.

This thesis aimed to study the images of Cambodia and the narrative techniques
employed in Sajjaphoum La-or’s travelogues. The analysis is based on a selection of four
documentary books namely, Diaw Khmer (2001), Song Khmer Trawen Kampuchea (2003), Pha
Khmer Hen Saigon (2005) and Jum Reap Suar: Battombong (Hello, Battambang) (2010).

The study reveals that the images of Cambodia in Sajjaphoum La-or’s travelogues can
be categorized into three primary perspectives: 1) Cambodia as a land of history and trauma: this
perspective is presented through the grandeur of historical landmarks such as Angkor Wat and
Angkor Thom, which highlicht Cambodia’s rich ‘history and ancient civilization, as well as its
architectural and sculptural achievements: recognized worldwide. Meanwhile, the portrayal of
historical trauma is conveyed through two key tourist sites associated with the Khmer Rouge era:
the Choeung Ek Killing Fields and the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum. These locations underscore
the harrowing tragedy of the genocide during the Khmer Rouge regime. Furthermore, Sajjaphoum’s
self-guided travels allowed him to engage closely with Cambodian individuals who had lived
through traumatic experiences. He portrays Cambodians as resilient people striving to rebuild their
nation and lives after devastating hardships. 2). Cambodia as a sister nation to Thailand: this
perspective highlights the close ties between the two countries, emphasizing their geographical
proximity, shared history, and intertwined cultural and artistic heritage. 3) Cambodia as a neighbor
in way of life: this perspective play a crucial role-in strengthening the perception of closeness
between the two nations, an essential contribution amidst the fragile diplomatic relations between

Thailand and Cambodia.

The presentation techniques consist of the following key elements: Title Construction
crafted by combining the names of locations with descriptive extensions that reflect the overall
content of the chapters, providing readers with a clear sense of the subject matter. Use of simple
and vivid Language, incorporation of humor providing readers with a pleasurable and entertaining
experience. The last two strategies are distinctive features of Sajjaphoum's work, including inserting
bits of knowledge, tales, legends, stories, and citing information that is correct according to

academic principles. All of which come from Sajjphoum La-or's knowledge of Khmer studies.
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