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61107805 : Major Art History
Keyword : BATTAMBANG, BUDDHIST ART, INFLUENCE OF ART, KHMER ART, THAI ART

Mr. Sirang LENG : Buddhist Art in Battambang from the 19™ Century to Mid-
20" Century. Thesis advisor : Professor Sakchai Saisingha, Ph.D.

The main objective of this thesis is to study the origins, styles, evolution, and
characteristics of Buddhist art in Battambang created during the 19th to the Mid-20th century,

during the period under Siamese rule and the French colonial period.

From the study, Buddhist art in Battambang which was made during the period
under Siamese rule between the 19th century, contained the influence of Thai art in the
Rattanakosin period. Mainly, this influence came at the same time as Siam's political power
over Battambang. Moreover, there also contained the influence of Western art, which is
mostly found in architecture. The influence of outside art had blended with the locals,
making the Buddhist art of Battambang become an exquisite style and it also continuously

developed and influenced until the later period.

Later, when Battambang returned to be part of Cambodia according to the terms
of the treaty to resolve the disputes between their territories between France and the
Siamese government. The. influence of Khmer political power over Battambang caused the
Buddhist art in Battambang to be heavily influenced by Khmer art from the center and
became the basis for Buddhist art.in Battambang during this period as well. Therefore, some
of the Buddhist art in‘Battambang is characterized contained the continuation of works from
the period under Siamese rule, and another contained the blending of local art forms with
the influence of Knmer art from the center. In addition, we sometimes found the influence
of Thai art during this time too, which had spread through the travel of Battambang people
to study in Thailand regarding religion and the return of Thailand during World War II.
Receiving artistic influences from outside is considered an important basis for Battambang
artisans in creating their Buddhist Art, and finally giving the Battambang artisans a unique

identity.
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