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661020002 : Major Music Research and Development
Keyword : Keith Jarrett, Motive Development, Exercises, Jazz Pianist, Prism

MR. Boonraksa PERMTHAMSIN : Exercises Based on the Analysis of Melodic
Development of Keith Jarrett Thesis advisor : Associate Professor Saksri Vongtaradon, Ph.D.

Keith Jarrett is regarded as one of the most influential pianists in the world of jazz. His
performance style seamlessly integrates classical music techniques with a profound sense of jazz
improvisation. He has played a pivotal role in expanding the boundaries of jazz and has become a
major influence on later generations of artists.

This study aims to examine and analyse Keith Jarrett’s improvisational techniques in
the composition Prism, composed by Jarrett himself, with a particular focus on motive
development. The findings indicate that the motive development can be classified into four
categories: (1) development through rhythmic deceleration, (2) development through increased
rhythmic density and acceleration, (3) development involving continuous use of Sixteen notes,
and (4) sequencing of melodic ideas with transformation in the second sequence. Based on this
analysis, nine types of exercises were synthesized and organized according to the same four

categories, providing practical tools for performance practice and improvisational training.
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