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630520020 : Major THAI FOR CAREER DEVELOPMENT
Keyword : Humor, Situation Comedy, Talok Hok Chak

Mr. Kongphop KOETCHUCHUEN : Techniques of Creating the Sense of Humor in
“Talokhokchak”: A Case Study of School Setting Thesis advisor : Instructor Sirichaya Corngreat, Ph.D.

This study aimed (1) to analyze the aspects of Thai education used to create humor in the
television program Talok Hok Chak (Six-Scene Comedy), focusing specifically on school-based scenes,
and (2) to examine the strategies used to generate humor in these scenes. Data were collected from
episodes published on YouTube, selecting the most-viewed episode for each month, for a total of
37 episodes.

The findings showed that, among the educational themes used to create humor in school-
related scenes, the most common theme was teachers’ personal attributes. This was followed equally
by instructional effectiveness and educational outcomes. The least common theme was educational
administration.

Regarding humor-creating strategies, eight types of situational strategies were identified. The
most common was teasing, followed by plot twists, the subversion of expectations, and exaggeration.
The least common situational strategy was double entendre, probably because teachers are highly
respected in Thai society, and such meanings are considered inappropriate in classroom settings. Ten
types of linguistic strategies were identified. The most frequently used was non-standard pronunciation,
followed by repetitive expressions and sarcasm. The least common linguistic strategies were wordplay
involving reversed syllables (khampuan); dialect mixing, and ambiguous wording.

The study further shows that the hierarchical relationship between teachers and students in
school scenes is key to shaping humor. Scriptwriters and directors often emphasize teachers’ traits,
probably because the program. relies heavily. on situational comedy,and Thai audiences are well familiar
with teachers. Teasing in the program is not meant as hostility but as ligsht-hearted banter that enhances
humor, supported by linguistic features and the portrayal of teachers’ personalities. The dominance of
teasing as a situational strategy matches the program’s focus on everyday educational experiences
involving teachers, students, and school management—experiences most viewers can easily relate to.
Conversely, double entendres were rarely used due to social norms about teachers. For linguistic
strategies, non-standard pronunciation was commonly used because it is flexible and adaptable to
various classroom scenarios, whereas dialect mixing and ambiguity occurred less frequently. Overall, the
educational content and humor strategies worked together to create comedy that aligns well with
audience expectations. This overall approach has helped maintain the long-standing popularity of Talok

Hok Chak.
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