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Mrs. Kanokkan SAREEKHAJOHNJARU : Knowledge Opinion and Law
Enforcement of Medical Facilities Law of Officers Thesis advisor : Assistant Professor
Surasit Lochidamnuay, Ph.D.

This cross-sectional analytical study aimed to assess the knowledge,
opinions, law enforcement practices, and associated factors related to the enforcement of
the Medical Facilities Act among regulatory officers in provincial areas. The study
population comprised officers responsible for the supervision and regulation of medical
facilities within the Consumer Protection and Public Health Pharmacy Division at the
Provincial Public Health Offices in all 76 provinces across Thailand (one officer per
province). Data were collected via mailed questionnaires during July—-August 2024, with a
total of 70 responses received, yielding a response rate of 92.11%. Data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics, chi-square tests, and Fisher’s exact tests at a significance level

of 0.05.

The results showed that most officers had a moderate level of knowledge
(60.0%) and expressed a high level of agreement (98.6%) with key decision-making factors
in law enforcement; particularly the offender’s ‘intent, prior offenses, and business size.
Opinions regarding the administrative fine mechanism were at a moderate level (51.4%).
Law enforcement practices were found to be high in the areas of inspection, seizure, and
prosecution, whereas the application of the administrative fine mechanism remained
limited. Regarding environmental factors, most respondents reported clear policies from
their supervisors; however, inter-agency collaboration was rated as only moderate. Further
analysis revealed that the level of knowledge among officers was the only factor
significantly associated with the overall level of law enforcement (P-value = 0.004).
Therefore, it is necessary to continuously promote and develop legal knowledge, both
theoretical and practical, among regulatory officers, and to establish clear, comprehensive,
and systematic enforcement guidelines to strengthen the efficiency of medical facility

regulation at the provincial level.
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