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670120008: MAJOR ART THEORY
Keyword: GANESHA / ICONOGRAPHY / JAVANESE ART / THE BANGKOK NATIONAL MUSEUM
Miss Pachirarat NAKKASEM : Iconographic study of the Ganesha Sculpture
Seated on a Skull Throne from the National Museum Bangkok Independent Study

Advisor : Professor Piyasaeng Chantarawongpaisarn

This independent study, titled The Iconography of the Ganesha Sculpture Seated on
a Skull Throne from the Bangkok National Museum, is a qualitative research project.
The objective is to investigate the. origins, beliefs, inspirations, stylistic forms,
symbolism, and meanings of the Ganesha sculpture seated on a skull throne. The
study utilizes literature reviews, artistic concepts, and iconographic analysis as the
primary framework. This research focuses on the 13th-century (19th Buddhist
Century) Eastern Javanese sculpture, examining the relationship between artistic
styles, Brahmanical-Hindu beliefs, indigenous traditions, and the socio-cultural

context of the Singhasari Dynasty.

The findings reveal that the Ganesha sculpture seated on a skull throne
reflects Ganesha’s role as the Remover of Obstacles and the Protector. The use of
a throne adorned with skulls is associated with Tantric doctrines and the concept of
power over malevolent forces. The sculptural form exhibits a sense of solid mass,
strength, and equilibrium, which are distinctive characteristics of Eastern Javanese
art. The various symbols serve to convey religious concepts and beliefs that clearly

reflect the socio-cultural context of Eastern Javanese art during that period.
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™ The Sensuous and the Sacred: Chola Bronzes from South India, Smithsonian’s National Museurn of
Asian Art, press release, Chola bronzes from South India combine sensuous beauty with sacred purpose,
accessed September 15, 2025, available from https://asia-archive.si.edu/press-release/the-sensuous-and-the-

sacred-chola-bronzes-from-south-india/
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Original Statue Locations
A) Yoni or Bhairawa

B) Durga

C) Ganesa

D) Agastya or Bhatara Guru
E) Nandisvara

F) Mahakala

Of the above, only

the yoni and the
damaged Agastya
image remains on-site.
Other statues are in
the Netherlands

At 16 wlauneluvesduidmeans (Candi Singosari) Usswedulaiide
ﬁuﬂz Oriental Architecture, “Candi Singosari, Malang Regency, Indonesia,” L{fﬁﬁl,fia 23 §unAy
2569, [Wdslaann https://www.orientalarchitecture.com/sid/1773/indonesia/malang-regency-

java/candisingosari.

A9 15 UszRunssunseiauativudadininglnan anduadazaivus (Candi Singosari)
Uszmadulailige
1 veaynfmmse uniinedefaling, “adsdlan anglusiuad: SL1013_0430,” wiiiadle 18

Surmn 2569, WwAlaann hitp://www.thapra.lib.su.ac.th/supatlib/slide/SL1013_0430.jps.
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T Colonial Collections Committee, Recommendation: Objects Statue of Ganesha, RV-1403-1759, (The
Hague: Colonial Collections Committee, 2024), 1-4.

" ErikvanB, Stone statue of Ganesha (b), (Wikimedia Commons), accessed December 25, 2025,
available from https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stone_statue_of Ganesha_(b).jpg

™ Aria Danaparamita, Decolonize the Museum, (Counter/Narratives), accessed December 25, 2025,

available from https://counternarratives.nl/2019/01/30/decolonize-the-museum/
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