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650730006 : Major FORENSIC SCIENCE AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
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Body and Sexual Offenses, Provincial Police Region 7

Miss Sirithum CHITNGAM : The Importance Given to Forensic Evidence in
Criminal Cases Involving Life, Body, and Sexual Offenses among Investigative Officers
under Provincial Police Region 7 Thesis advisor : Sirirat Choosakoonkriang, Ph.D.

This study aimed to (1) examine the levels of importance placed on and the
utilization of forensic evidence in criminal cases involving life, body, and sexual
offenses among investigation officers under Provincial Police Region 7; (2) investigate
the relationship between these two variables; and (3) explore the challenges
encountered in the application of forensic evidence. A mixed-methods approach was
employed, consisting of a quantitative survey of 297 investigation officers and
qualitative data obtained through in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with
16 police administrators. The findings revealed that educational levels and years of
investigative experience significantly influenced both the importance assigned to
forensic evidence and its utilization. The importance placed on forensic evidence was
rated at a high level (mean = 4.21, SD = 0.359), indicating strong awareness of its role
throughout the investigative process. Utilization of forensic evidence was also at a high
level (mean = 3.81, SD = 0.403), reflecting officers” ability to incorporate evidence into
case files and correctly manage the processes of collection, submission, and analysis.
However, participation “in' forensic-related training remained comparatively low,
suggesting constraints in professional -development opportunities. A statistically
significant positive correlation was found between the two variables (r = 0.560, p =
0.000), indicating a moderate relationship in which greater perceived importance
corresponded with higher utilization. Qualitative results further highlighted structural
and technological limitations and completeness of evidence collection in serious

criminal cases.
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