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KEY WORD: REPRESENTATIONS/DEATH/CONTEMPORARY ART/CORPSE/SKULL/SKELATON
RATCHADAKORN KLAKERD: REPRESENTATIONS OF DEATH IN THAI CONTEMPO

RARY ART (2002-2012). THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF.SUTEE KUNAVICHAYANONT. 182 pp.

The objective of this study is to study and understand the use of
representations of death as symbols in the creation of Thai contemporary arts. The
study explores Thai contemporary arts that use representations of death such as
corpses, skeletons and skulls over the ten-year period (2002 -2012). The study finds
that representations of death have 'been used widely in art works. Artists use such
pictures to connect with something. From the survey of artworks together with
information from documents-about-those works, the relationship between content
and representations of death can be categorized into 6 categories: 1. Representations
of death in relation to'life and death 2. Representations of death in relation to
religious philosophy and belief 3. Representations of death in relation to the society
4. Representations of death.in relation to politics 5.-Representations of death in
relation to subconscious 6.:Representations of death in relation-to nature. After such
categorization, this-study further ‘analyzes representations of.death in connection
with the contemporary Thai-society, in° which the death -pictures are considered
disgusting. This, in turn, affects-the role of the representations of ‘death presented in
the artworks. Representations-of death in Thai contemporary arts.can be synthesized
into two main types: 1. representations of death that are not contradictory to the
society. This means that representations of death are presented without any conflicts
with general perceptions of the society.-Under this. type of artworks, artists use
various strategies and modes to present their work such~as visual arts, paintings,
sculptures or other aesthetic forms of-art.-2.-Representations of death that challenge
the concept of the society. This means that representations of death are presented
with challenges to the general perceptions of the society. Under this type of
artworks, artists use various strategies such as using real corpses or presenting the

reality through videos and photos.
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~nelvanvesuywd dlasazandwhluduiadudunuvssinnlu@aly
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1
v v =

AIHUINATIIIIIANUNLILYDIAINANYAILNTALEAIHIUNITLEAIUD S9N
IUﬂiB‘U’mﬂﬁ’iﬁLﬁWﬁu%ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂ’]im’lﬂ ?jﬂuwaummm The Oxford Advanced Learner's
Dictionary” I@limanumineunddiin maauae, (Death) nilslunatsaiiununeldngiad
JUssINVRIAUMIE 11 “anumsluguiuuresuyedinuansiianisaamdulasinssgn
uywd” @enmdesiuly Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English” ¢aSuein
“aunevededdinludnuazyodlasinszgnuyud 1Hlunmn Bessn elusuny
yeAume” Tiusiianumuaeililasanunsa i difaasaduutalauseansly us
agslsffisanuasaiiuldannaaumevaseudukasaesgllganuaisvesnues luly
Usgaunsaldiusdeana sassan naiain:

18@Lﬁm@3ﬂu Philippe Aries, The hour of our death (New York: Knopf,
1981).
19 I3 ¢ = v Y a s
Folke Henschen LUULWVEYIEIAUKLTEIYIYNNATUNIEINIAFIENT
“Christine Quigley, Skull and skeletons: human Bone Collections and
Accumulations, 5.

21Oxford learner’s dictionaries, Death, accessed August 27, 2014, available
from http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/Deathg= death

22Longman English Dictionary, Death, accessed August 27, 2014, available

from http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/death
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24 o d
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8.
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Tuaudavzandunafisnuiunds lnsdiivdngusanglifiuiudeudadonou
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L ANYDIANUA ST UN AN YIS A5 19TUUBEAT AL AINAIIUAEY
foindunminunigaludsyiRmansfalsiu fe awaindediusingeduu

v % & 1 a .25
MWIMAVUNUINTININAAILAYAAULN....

Tugaituntudugasiaiuyedddliiinisussivionys enduegluavseliia

W1 Gelaifinnsaaduguedannas enenluanuurasniionmsaauauysal uiegdlsnfuywd
! wa =y a ¢ A P ™ = A Ay Yo ' A a '
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Y

25Enrico de Pascale, Death and resurrection in art, 6-7.
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(Paleolithic art)
7131: Lascaux, accessed May-16, 2014, available from http://www.lascaux.culture.fr/
AainauaItutssuIInmimILuaumeUsIng lunufalvasasnlufaly
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26 v a ¢ s Uy a [ a 6)
Andy Avisryad, Useinmansfalsazdunn (namna: 1edad, 2553), 18.
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MOUAUDIANLT A UA Y uTien-FeoraagaeldUssnauisnssuesls

“Helen Gardner, Gardner's art through the ages: the western perspective
(Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth, 2010), 9.

28New world encyclopedia, The shaft of Dead Man, accessed April 8,
2014, available from https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Lascaux

29Arme Verdon, Lascaux, accessed August 15, 2014, available from http:
//myweb.usf.edu/~verdon/lascaux.html

Pf1a5 qunades, Usziaansaauzaziuan 11 UsziRmanidauzyanou
UszifAans Useifaansfadzgalusna Aauzsdud Aauzalalumde Aauznin Aaus
T5ifu wasfauzluuguiiu (ngawme: ddnfuiuiagIainsaluminendy, 2552), 10.
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Andy Avissyad, Uszinaansfauzaziunn, 21,
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AT 2 weuRunsEEIuSes (The Narmer Palette)
‘17'||m: The Narmer Palette, accessed May 16, 2014, available from http://www.say
lor.org/site/wp- content/uploads/2011/09/The-Narmer-Palette 1.pdf

A 3 nwvesAumluLNuAUNSEE NS es
ﬁm: The Narmer Palette, accessed May 16, 2014, available from http://www.saylor.
org/site/wp- content/ uploads/2011/09/The-Narmer-Palette 1.pdf

Aish yyide, USugyrRaus (ngawme: IneTaunnnily, 2522), 93.
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34Enrico de Pascale, Death and resurrection in art, 15.
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A9 4 waruflnasu (Dipylon Master), 1gUszanas 750 Unaunsannia

‘17‘||m: The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Krater, accessed May 16, 2014, available from
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/14.130.14

35 o “ a [ 14 s a a 9
93031 WieaE, “AalzAanadniunisaiiassrnudazvedluAaneaala
(nerdnusUsygrAatumdudie avivngulfald Tudainetds uninerdedaling,
2554), 5-6.
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A9 5 AUseaunieganu (Funerary plaque), @1gUseanad 520-510 neuAIanng; aly
915LABA
fn: The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Funerary plaque, accessed September 16,

2014, available from http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/54.11.5

wiushenunulu“atennsiada” (Archaic  Period) ANSWENENUNAILWNATA

wagnengudeulnianudusssunfnniu amdunuanumegnitauslunmlssiu

36I_ouvre Museum, Le Maitre du Dipylon, accessed September 16, 2014,

available from http://www.louvre.fr/oeuvre-notices/cratere-fragmentaire
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ANl 6 Euphronios krater or Sarpedon krater

#i111: Online Museum of Greek Art & Archaeology, Beautiful Death, accessed July 3,
2014, available from http://cciv214fa2012.site.wesleyan.edu/archaic-period/exhibit-4/
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mwﬁ 7 Agesander, with ‘Aolydorus and Athenodous, Laocoon and his sons, 2nd
century B.C., 208 cm x 163 cm-x-112 cm.
‘1'71|m: Wikipedia, Laocodn and His Sons, accessed-June 6, 2014;-available from https:

// en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lkaoco%C3%B6n and His Sons

ANl 8 Dying Gaul, Roman copy, 1st or 2nd century AD, marble, 37 x 73 7/16 x 35
1/16 in.

ﬁm: National Gallery of Art, The Dying Gaul, accessed August 17, 2014, available

from http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/press/exh/3655.html
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AW 9 Gaul and his wife, Roman copy of the early 2nd-century AD, marble, 2.11 m.
‘17'|Im : Wikipedia, Ludovisi Gaul Killing Himself and His Wife, accessed June 12, 2014,
available from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludovisi_Gaul#/ media/File: Ludovisi  Gaul
_Altemps_Inv8608 n3.jpg

Al 10 Menelaus holding the body of Patroclus, copy of on original from the 3
rd century B.C.

1'71|m: Wikipedia, Menelaus holding the body of Patroclus, accessed January 2, 2014,

available from https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Florence - Menelaus_holdi

ng the body of Patroclus.jpg
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43Philippe Aries, Images of man and death,trans. Janet Lloyd (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1985), 4.
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mwﬁ 11 Mosaic, Termi Museum, Rome
ﬁm: Wikipedia, Memento Mori mosaic, accessed January 20, 2014, available from

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roman-mosaic-know-thyself.jpg
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47Enrico de Pascale, Death and resurrection in art, 232.
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mwﬁ 13 Michael Wohlgemut-and Wilhelm Pleydenwurf,” Danse” Macabre, 1493,
Nuremberg Chronicle.

fan: Wikipedia, Danse Macabre, accessed ‘July 17, 2014, available from http://en.

wikipedia.org/w/index.php? title=Danse Macabre oldid=615256964&
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Al 14 Hans Holbein, the Body of the Dead Christ in the Tomb Completion,
1521, Oil on canvas, 30.5 x 200 cm.

‘1‘7||m: Wikiart, the Body of the Dead Christ in.the Tomb Completion, accessed June

8, 2014, available from http://www.wikiart.org/en/hans-holbein-the-younger/the-bo

dy-of-the-dead-christ-in-the-tomb-
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mwﬁ 15 Guido Reni, Victorious Samson, 1611, oil on canvas, 260x223 cm.

fiun: Wikiart, Victorious Samson, accessed July 18, 2014, available from http://

www.wikiart.org/en/guido-reni/the-victorious-samson-1612

A 16 Michelangelo merisi da Caravaggio, Judith beheading holofernes, 1604, Oil
on canvas, 145 x 195 cm.

‘17|I3,J’1: Web Gallery of Art, Judith beheading holofernes, accessed July 9, 2014,

available from http://www.wga.hu/frames-e.ntml?/html/c/caravage/03/17judit.html
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mwﬁ 17 Annnibale Carracci, the death ‘Christ, 1582, Oillon canvas, 70.7 x 88.8 cm.
fan: Staatsgalerie Stuttgart, the death Christ, accessed July 9,-2014, available from
http://www.staatsgalerie.de/malereiundplastik _e/ita_rundg.php?id=6

Al 18 Michelangelo merisi da Caravaggio, the entombment of Christ, 1604, Oil
on canvas, 300 cm x 203 cm.
ﬁm: Wikipedia, the entombment of Christ, accessed July 13, 2014, available from

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Entombment of Christ (Caravag gio)
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mwﬁ 19 Georges de La Tour, The Penitent Magdalen, 1640, Oil on canvas, 133.4 x
102.2 cm.

fiun: The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Penitent Magdalen, accessed July 9,

2014, available from http://www.metmuseum.org/collection/the-collection- online/

search/436839
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mwﬁ 20 Rembrandt van rijin, the anatomy lesson of dr.nicolaes tulp, 1632, Oil on
canvas, 216.5 x 169.5 cm.

‘17||m: Wikipedia, the anatomy lesson of dr.nicolaes tulp, accessed May 4, 2014,

available from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nico laes

Tulp#/media/File:The Anatomy Lesson.jpg

m‘wﬁ 21 Rembrandt van rijin, the slaughtered ox, 1655, Oil on wood, 94 x 69 cm
N: Wikipedia, the slaughtered ox, accessed May 5, 2014, available from https://

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rembrandt_Harmensz._van Rijn_053.jpg
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m‘wﬁ 22 Jacques-Louis David, The death of Marat, 1793, oil on'canvas, 165 x 128
cm.
‘17||m: Wikipedia, The death of Marat, accessed December 7, 2014, available from

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Death of Marat
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AN 23 Henri Rousseau, La-Guerre (war), A.#.1984, Oil on canvas, 114x195 cm.
ﬁiﬂ: Musée d'Orsay,Henri.Rousseau (Le Douanier) War, accessed 10 October,2015,
available from http:.//www.musee-orsay.fr/en/collections/works-in--focus/search.html

no_cache=1&zoom=18&tx_damzoom pil%5BshowlUid%5D=116060

wulAalmlg denninTusoy autu Aavzleou (Pop art) dadepuilen (Social

' '
A o = =

realism) 80U 8137 (Op art) atlinmagdisesnduundnase meldusvadinsinads 7

€

FeamsadvasIAdesssuiiindnguuida 1wy Iu%‘imﬂizf\i’ﬁuﬁﬁﬁqagjmwﬂzyzyﬂ wwu §Uv
(Hippies) vandssdgmdnindsaunioouaniiiludisnasanssud 20 anfseudniudu
wasddmildumsiadeulmvesdatzdey (Pop art) FeliTanyaivnaala adalunisus
An eI (Collage) Wdanana THwaliamainenmansadelvi Wy amediy nsium
nnwAnnawldaateiu aunateiduruiunising ianeussndieulunisasie@aunssy

o aa Moy a A = v a a o
Soswwewdlia Aavsluldegurlunsovdmasy dnsldvmelinuasndananisgaaivnssuunly

Usglevd Aatuviauniuanuatnuazanuyey danugavguusumiiniufalsynluuy



ar

Yao ! (% a

fauazvounmiindiandagiu 1S nauiundedfad asdeosiniosniiu

aunauy lenelde Wisuimeu Aalu W wouf 10380ad (Andy warhol) waaiUas aeviu
(Jasper johns) 1Jusu

[ o

NI INAINUAIINaela N dueluNaIIUYBILOUR 195808 LauNd

Y

' '
a wva a ! a

LWIANMLARIENEAINTULT ANIUR FainedilaegnAtdn “a13n” uay “93e5350” Nall
onfusoonulsiiulddnegndlidosdatatudndely uoudldinauaninsununueme 39
HunmgURivnsavunanude Car clash (A 1963) Fakuduunainamgnsnsudved
ud fu fszavgtRmmrudduduls Tumglideinlull 1955 uaginmeiRmasiieg
ponuINMINg uenantssdnmiuruammelusUrestangInanlunaiude skulls (e,
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m‘W‘ﬁl 24 Andy Warhol, skulls, A.A.1976, Acrylic paint and silkscreen on 6 canvases,
383 x 483 x 18 mm.

ﬁu’lz Tate, Andy Warhol Skulls 1976, accessed 10 October, 2015, available from
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/warhol-skulls-ar00609

TuraziReanuluginaemnssen 20 druuyudilisuivasiyananiniy
WetlsuAauzannine Wy Aauzuannwuis (Happening) A1TULAAIDDNNAINLIAIBNAIETT

wanslununlulasdaanizluwnatass Bulisoudiuia 9150 (Environmental art) waus



48

9157 (Land  art) sssummdudiunilsveswainu rewauaia 815m (Concenptual  art)
wwIAnlvslegiaue Twad fitduea (Post minimal) 3ale 8130 (Video art) lddeinalulad
ARUNLABS 8130 (Computer art) ApuimasiwTdunuIm tan 815m (Light art) duanoa
@y 9150 (Installation art)
Farunsanasasnulanasei 2 Wudunn Aavgluladunenvutulasudunds

A a a IS a wva 1 dy [ a A
wsenNvInsallunkarJULUY nauAavelinuinisu)Ua nnegruegivlaanyu Aadu

v Qll a a 1 U d‘ QI dy = -] Y a ya
A519971UMUNN An WU lankAvasaINNIsAnaeiuNdzAINUINELI sl dnsldRaly
sUsvuniialugdnussmeanis dnazaufiugu Mudavzinisderts munateduniiyd
Aavzdinmsaumuaniasuy Unrsuasdatzsgauuaunyas wwu 1ifia LUyuuila (Venice
Biennale) vinlasnseaunssuanalainsvenalumusidensgnilan innsudstuatuany
wmsfavgluisineg lanegluasdun udidsnsianudauds fndaymisiiag wu Jym
a v I3 ™ i O s A ey A &
Fdunndauaunatoidulymvedan wardyndu winseuudatunldndvendymivaiiiun
assnudenatadunsaiitndriln 8nvianaainAn s i v MInemans neliia
NS 1NETIAAANNNINY 1w Insvied vl Dunesiia AeuRawmes [udu Feaunse
assdununnsvesdalu Mbrdededmsvassnulisgnuainratenitefnuinuieg

Tugrsuaneanssui 20 nszuiunsAalzunsvae wazilowndnumnissuil 21
2 v 1Y 4' a v £ aa o oA
dolaindulanlsnsuuau esinanuasyinmiveanalulagniauiseiliowvany
Ansswinlvuywdlagtuedlugadeyatnians awnsodeansuazidnfadeyasieg lansey
fuilanlagl3indin vuzietuuyednfeandgiulyniniee seusiu Mssnunisiiies
swgnkardnudsdanansenuselssviadlanyiauia Aadslianuvainunaty  1n1s
waniasufauz szninefatiunalan

luvaginvaiufatulidasninlunisianteonnisanuanuinty Fedasninly
N15lEANAALALNITHARILABAT AR BN UAIANBDNUIINTINMIENTELALALHA BAIY A8

a0 a a % =i | =i & a a
N1FHANIBDNTIFINAINKUIAALUUANLAZAIERTNNINAIUAETUYI9ARITTYN 21 1 Tuded
g (gluguusafeglfiuanunie) Jwilidianaiinanamiiinuaumegniiaus
< a = PN Y Aavy v 1 a =
Junanufavzuaziinnuvainvate lnefiamimiwnuanuaendlaeglunuinsnssuvie
UsgRnnnssuiiesyindy amsunuaumgegslugivasen lasensean Minginandagnld
JuTandiunilsvesudads suluisnsldnmanumeniudenvainaislunisiiaus
FanauAaleninsldnmdunuanumelunudads futuy #aaure Cabeza de vaca
(calf's Head) (P.71.1984) Y03uauA38 L8371U (Andres Serrano) Nl¥AINFIUNUAILATE
a a aa ¥

Tugtveaiihndediowdrunldduianlununisadnassananufals vsenanude The

physical impossibility of the death in the mind someone living (A.A.1999) ¥84 LA



49
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ANTATNATIANANUTURMLINY (NINN 25)

AM#A 25 Damien Hirst, . The Physical Impossibility of Death in the Mind of
Someone Living, A.A.1991; Glass, painted steel, silicone, monofilament,
shark and formaldehyde solution, 2170 x 5420 x 1800 mm.

#i111: Damien Hirst, The Physical Impossibility of Death in the Mind of Someone

Living, 1991, accessed 10 October, 2015, available from http:// www. Damienhirst.
com/the-physical-impossibility-of

mwﬁ 26 Marc Quinn, Angel, A.#1.2006, Patinated bronze, 30x 14x 16.5 cm.
ﬁm: White cube, Marc Quinn, accessed 10 October, 2015, available from http://

whitecube.com/artists/marc_quinn/
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ﬁm: Rama IX Art Museum, Tawee Ratchaneekorn, accessed July 12, 2014, available

from http://www.rama9art.org/artisan/artdb/artists/home.php?p=profiles&name=Ta

wee%20Ratchaneekorn
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ﬁm: Rama IX Art Museum, Chalermchai' Kositpipat, accessed August 7, 2015,
available from http://Www.rama9art.ore/artisan/artdb/artists/home.php?p=p rofiles&
name=Chalermchai%20Kositpipat
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available from http://www.rama9art.org/araya/w25.html
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23Fine art Thailand, Fine art: Ratthaphoom Piwpantamit, accessed January 20,

2013, available from https://vwww.youtube.com/watch?v=sSda2s7VNA
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Al 65 11T f3nTugd, M8 6 Aan 19, w.A.2551, Awane
fiun: Rama X Art Museum, Died on 6th October, 1976, accessed June 22, 2014,

available from http://www.rama9art.org/manit_s/other3.html
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A M9 66 Wnlln ATTYnT, M8 6. Aan 19, WeL2551, awene

fiun: Rama IX Art Museum, ~Died on 6th October, 1976, accessed June 22, 2014,

available from http://www.rama9art.org/manit_s/other3.html
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AT 67 28us AvSiaed, Running dogs Scene today! wian3uleiSutl, w.e. 2553, sveddmuy
KLU, 200x300 3.
ﬁiﬂ: Numberl gallery, Vasan Sitthiket, accessed September,. 2014, available from

http:// www.numberlgallery.com/Artist.aspx?name=vasan-sitthiket
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mwﬁ 68 qﬂéqwé f5221%, Who's afraid of red, yellow, and green, W.A.2553, AT1N310
VUK

‘17|I3J’1: 100Tonson Gallery, Rirkrit Tiravanija, accessed March 30, 2014, available from

http://www.100tonsongallery.com/site/artwork?mode=view& artwork_id=228&artist i

d=9
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mwﬁ 69 qﬂﬁq‘wé fsz21%, Who's afraid of red, yellow, and green, W.A.2553, N0
UL
‘17'||m: 100Tonson Gallery, Rirkrit Tiravanija, accessed July . 4,-2014, available from
http://www.100tonsongallery.com/site/artwork? Mode=view&artwork id=228&artist id
=9
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95 (ManAN 2555): 59.
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AW 70 W55 WNEINW, Foreboding, W.¢:2555, Ansfuuudily, 190X300 .

fisn: Ardel Gallery, Aberration, accessed January 6, 2013, available from http://

www.ardelgallery.com/exhibition/283
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VN7: Thai Art  project, - ®HaUWAT Uk, 19139ils-15-A5a1A0 2556, 11dalaann

http://www.thaiartproject.org/dandl.htm
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Kills Water, Kills Man, Kills Fish (w.A.2545), The Rascal (w.#.2555), 17 - 19 May, 1992
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AT 79 ViIFnA iIneh, cold, W.r.2554, eraaanuuiialy, 130 x 150 .

ﬁu’]: Thavibu Gallery, Thai Artists, Thaweesak Srithongdee, accessed July 24, 2014,
available from http://www.thavibu.com/thailand/thaweesak_srithongdee/THA8035.
htm
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